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I picked it up, and observing a young rifleman excessively
stiff, I humbly requested him to forward its passage into the
court, as I really had never thrown a ball in my life. This
incident has been the general subject of conversation at all
the messes to-day." Mr. D'Israeli shook his head. Why did
this son of his, so simple and natural at home, become such
a coxcomb in public? Indeed, Benjamin made himself so
odious at Malta that the officers' mess gave up inviting "that
damned bumptious Jew boy." He did not care a rap, and
went to pay a great round of visits in an embroidered
Andalusian jacket, white trousers, and a sash of all the
colours of the rainbow. Half the population followed him
and business was held up for the whole day. He dared to
present himself in this costume at the governor's, a cold and
distant man, who burst out laughing and took a fancy to
him. The gravest of Englishmen are fond of extravagance,
from fear of that ennui which is so powerful in their nature.

He left Malta in the garb of a Greek pirate, with blood-
red shirt, silver buttons as large as shillings, a sash stuffed
with pistols and daggers, a red cap, red slippers, wide sky-
blue trousers heavily trimmed with embroidery and ribbons.
The famous James Clay accompanied him, a fresh conquest.
They took along with them as valet, Tita, formerly Lord
Byron's gondolier, an admirable Venetian, who had stabbed
two or three persons, and used to prevail upon pretty
maidens on the poet's behalf. After Byron's death he had
fought for the Greeks at the head of a regiment of Albanians,
and then for no very clear reason had been stranded at
Malta, in destitution.

D'Israeli was enraptured with the Turks, took to wearing
a turban, smoked a pipe six feet long, and spent his days
outstretched on a divan.,* These habits of idleness and luxury
were in harmony with an indolent and melancholic side of
his nature which Western activity had kept concealed, but